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PLUS, GET A FREE 2ND PAIR  
WITH YOUR INITIAL PURCHASE.  
IT’S HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM US.

Port Macquarie:  
95 William St – 6583 7333     
29 Horton St – 6584 3948 
eyecareplus.com.au/Portmacquarie

Wauchope:  
6 Bransdon St – 6585 2393 
eyecareplus.com.au/Wauchope

N E W  Y E A R  •  N E W  Y O U

Promoting Road Safety & Maintaining Independence

The ability to drive can be compromised by visual, cognitive, 

perceptual, psychological or physical impairments associated 

with illness, accident, congenital conditions or the ageing 

process.  Determining the safety of a driver is a complex task 

performed by specially trained Occupational Therapists who 

have completed post graduate training in driver assessment.

The Occupational Therapy driver assessment involves a 

comprehensive off road (clinic based) and on road testing. 

The purpose of the assessment is to determine whether 

the person has retained suffi cient functional capacity to 

drive safely. The Occupational Therapist aims to enhance 

independent driving through the recommendation of licence 

restriction, provision of driving equipment and/or teaching 

compensatory strategies.

During 2015, DARS has assisted drivers who have presented 

with age related conditions, brain injury,  dementia, autism 

spectrum disorders, spinal cord injury, vision defi cits, 

neurological injury (strokes, MS, Parkinson’s Disease), 

amputees and clients with mental health conditions.

Individuals or family members can arrange a referral to DARS 

or a referral can be organised through their Doctor. 

Nick Neville and Michelle MacLeod would like to wish all our 

clients and referrers a very Happy New Year.

Driving Assessment 
And rehabilitation service

Undiagnosed vision problems can result in learning or 
behavioural diffi culties for children as they struggle to 
focus at school. Research shows that 1 in 4 school students 

have a vision problem that could be hindering performance. 

The increase in vision problems seen today is a result of the 

fact that children are spending far more time doing visually 

demanding near tasks compared to their parents, with the 

widespread use of hand held devices and computers. 

We recommend that all young children have a full eye 

examination before starting school, and at least every three 

years as they progress through primary and secondary school. 

If your child has never had an eye examination, it should be a 

priority, as early detection and intervention is essential for best 

results. 

SIGNS TO LOOK OUT FOR:

• One eye turns when the child is tired or when concentrating 

• Frequent blinking or rubbing of the eyes, red or watery eyes 

• Sensitivity to light • Squinting when watching television 

or playing computer games • Tilting head noticeably when 

looking at things • Covering or closing one eye when reading 

• Reporting headaches or blurred or double vision • Diffi culty 

learning to read • Books and hand held games held too close 

• Poor concentration and reduced attention span 

So don’t be complacent when it comes to your child’s 
vision and organise a visit with your local Eyecare Plus 
Optometrist. No referral is necessary, and consultations 

receive a rebate with Medicare.

With a tailor-made Acorn Stairlift you can stay right 

where you are - keep your home, keep your freedom and 

retain your independence 

At Acorn we want to make sure that you get the perfect stairlift 

solution for your needs. Our unique rail system means that we 

can fi t an Acorn Stairlift to all types of staircase, and what’s 

more, we can do so within a matter of days rather than weeks. 

A visit from one of our friendly surveyors will allow you to see 

what sets Acorn Stairlifts apart from any other stairlift company. 

After assessing your needs, our surveyor will instantly be able to 

give you the peace of mind of knowing exactly how affordable 

an Acorn Stairlift can be.

Acorn has always been at the forefront of the stairlift industry. 

We have led the way with our design and innovation. Acorn will 

always strive to deliver our products with you, our customers in 

mind.

Acorn Stairlifts are the fi rst stairlift manufacturer to be awarded 

the Arthritis Foundation’s Ease-of-Use Commendation.

Is your child Ready for school?

the perfect stairlift solution


